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called this land by many names—Hadley 
Farms, East Farms, Hadley Outer Commons, 
East Hadley, New Swamp, and event Foote’s 
Folly Swamp. Hadley farmers didn’t think 
much of Amherst’s soil as compared with the 
richer soils closer to the Connecticut River, but 
the Amherst land was fertile enough and, dur-
ing a brief peaceful period in the late 1720s, 
a few farmers ventured to establish Amherst 
homesteads. 

In the 1750s, more farms sprang up and the 
population of ‘‘East Hadley’’ topped that of the 
original settlement, but inhabitants were still 
required to travel to Hadley to conduct town 
business and pay taxes, for which they re-
ceived little in return. This led, naturally, to the 
locals desire to govern themselves. 

But Amherst’s history goes back much far-
ther. About 1,000 years ago, native peoples 
who lived and fanned all over Southern New 
England, including the area that became Am-
herst, met regularly at sites along the Con-
necticut River for fishing, feasting, and social-
izing. The Norwottucks, one of those groups, 
traveled through Amherst and probably set up 
temporary campsites along the Fort and Mill 
Rivers. They used two major trails, a path that 
later became Bay Road and one in the area 
of Pulpit Hill and East Leverett Roads. 

The beginnings of the town we know today 
were not only built by those original farmers 
from Hadley and surrounding communities but 
by Africans who were brought here as slaves, 
torn from their homelands and families. Up 
through the 1770s, slaves were bought, sold, 
leased, and traded in Amherst. They worked 
on their owners’ houses and farms and were 
always subject to being sold away from their 
families. During this same period, several free 
blacks also lived in Amherst. 

Today, descendants from every group rep-
resenting Amherst’s ‘‘First Comers’’ can be 
found living in town and throughout the Con-
necticut River Valley. 

What distinguished Amherst from other Con-
necticut Valley farming towns was an early in-
terest in education. Between 1814 and 1821, 
Amherst citizens established both Amherst 
Academy and Amherst College. As early as 
1847, Massachusetts citizens began thinking 
about the need for agricultural education, 
which paved the way for the founding of the 
Massachusetts Agricultural College in Amherst 
in 1863. In this same period, Amherst boasted 
small-scale manufacturing (and later large- 
scale hat factories) but without a large, power-
ful river, manufacturing never blossomed as it 
did in other Massachusetts communities. Am-
herst remained an agricultural and educational 
community. 

It was the establishment of the University of 
Massachusetts in 1947 and its post-World War 
II expansion, the opening of Hampshire Col-
lege in 1970, and the attendant population in-
crease and development boom that threatened 
Amherst’s small town character and natural 
beauty. Citizens responded with local laws to 
preserve agricultural land and to limit develop-
ment. By the late 1960s, the town was noted 
for being progressive and socially conscious, 
with outspoken citizens bringing national and 
international issues to the local level. This 
independent spirit, combined with good 
schools, open spaces, and a vibrant intellec-
tual life, has made Amherst a magnet for new-
comers. 

There are also other Amhersts: a home to 
immigrants from all over the world; a place 

where machinists and shop owners work and 
goods are made and sold; a place where peo-
ple struggle to make ends meet amid social 
services spread then; and a town caught be-
tween residents’ high expectations for schools 
and services and a tax base largely funded by 
property tax on private residences. Slightly 
more than half of Amherst’s land is in use by 
the colleges and university or remains under 
conservation or agricultural restriction. Towns-
people watch and wait as the resolutions to 
these economic issues evolve and define Am-
herst’s future. 

Once again, I am proud and honored to rep-
resent this town rich in history and community. 
Please join me in congratulating the Town of 
Amherst as it celebrates its 250th Founders 
Day. 
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TRIBUTE TO TRUMAN BENEDICT 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual 
whose dedication and contributions to the 
community of San Clemente, California are 
exceptional. San Clemente has been fortunate 
to have dynamic and dedicated community 
leaders who willingly and unselfishly give their 
time and talent and make their communities a 
better place to live and work. Truman Benedict 
is one of these individuals. On February 19, 
2009, the San Clemente Chamber of Com-
merce will honor Truman with their ‘‘Out-
standing Lifetime Achievement Award.’’ 

Truman Benedict moved to San Clemente in 
1949, along with his wife Betty. A credentialed 
teacher educated at Whittier College in Los 
Angeles, Truman first began teaching seventh 
graders at Las Palmas. A Superintendent who 
had originally come to the ‘‘village,’’ as San 
Clemente was known, in 1944, selected Tru-
man for the job of seventh grade teacher. 

While renting a place on Avenida Pelayo, 
Truman continued for five years to teach at 
Las Palmas School where he worked for $180 
a month. Truman Benedict became Principal 
of Las Palmas School, and in 1956 was 
named Superintendent of the San Clemente 
Elementary School District, which included Las 
Palmas and Concordia schools. 

In 1965 when the Capistrano Unified School 
District, encompassing San Juan Capistrano, 
Capistrano Beach and San Clemente, was 
formed, Truman was named Assistant Super-
intendent in charge of curriculum and the certi-
fying of teaching personnel. He eventually be-
came Superintendent, then Deputy Super-
intendent of the district. From there Truman 
went on to serve as a San Clemente City 
Councilman, City Mayor and member of and 
volunteer for many civic groups. 

Teaching came natural to Truman Benedict. 
As the smallest person in Los Angeles to ever 
play varsity basketball, Truman expected a lot 
of himself, and said that he was inspired by 
teachers who expected a lot out of him in re-
turn. Truman became a teacher because he 
enjoyed school and working with kids. It fol-
lows that in his career he was most often 
called upon to handle the older and brightest 
children. 

In addition to his distinguished career as an 
educator and public servant, Truman is also a 

patriot; he served four years in the U.S. 
Armed Forces as P38 pilot. He was married to 
his wife Betty for 45 years until she passed 
away. Truman and Betty have two daughters, 
Sally and Nancy, and four grandchildren. The 
Truman Benedict School is named after him 
and Truman was named the 1990 San 
Clemente Citizen of the Year. 

Truman’s tireless passion for community 
service and education has contributed im-
mensely to the betterment of the community of 
San Clemente, California. I am proud to call 
Truman a fellow community member, Amer-
ican and friend. I know that many community 
members are grateful for his service and sa-
lute him as he receives the ‘‘Outstanding Life-
time Achievement Award.’’ 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF TOM 
CLIFFORD, PRESIDENT EMER-
ITUS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
NORTH DAKOTA 

HON. EARL POMEROY 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. POMEROY. Madam Speaker, Tom 
Clifford was the most influential leader of the 
University of North Dakota in its entire history. 
I feel fortunate that he was president during 
my years there. I had the opportunity to work 
with him as a student senator, state legislator 
and member of the U.S. Congress. He was 
one of the finest people I’ve ever known. 

Tom Clifford was a giant in every aspect of 
his life, from his service as a decorated Ma-
rine Corps veteran during World War II to his 
lasting legacy at the University of North Da-
kota. 

During his 21-year tenure at the helm of 
UND, President Clifford oversaw a period of 
tremendous growth, in everything from enroll-
ment—from 8,400 to more than 12,000 stu-
dents—to research grants and contracts—from 
$6.4 million to $40 million—to evolving the uni-
versity through the amazing growth of the 
aerospace program and the Center for Innova-
tion. 

Tom Clifford’s influence extended far be-
yond education. When it came to diversifying 
the region’s economy and creating new high 
paying jobs and rewarding careers, Tom 
Clifford was viewed by all parties as North Da-
kota’s ‘‘wise man.’’ His counsel was often 
sought and freely given. His creative contribu-
tion will live on in our region through the new 
opportunities he helped grow. 

Tom Clifford never stopped being an excel-
lent athlete and the number one fan of the 
Fighting Sioux. When I was a student he was 
the best handball player at the university— 
turning back challengers decades younger 
than he was. 

One particularly fond memory I cherish 
came from a trip I took with Tom to the NCAA 
Division H national championship in Alabama 
in 2001. The Fighting Sioux slugged it out for 
4 quarters but trailed by 4 points with time al-
most done. The Sioux connected on a short 
pass, but suddenly the runner broke free and 
scampered nearly 80 yards for the winning 
touchdown. Although Tom was seated in the 
president’s box along side the president and a 
few boisterous alumni from the other team, 
Tom didn’t shout or say much, but his deep 
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grin and twinkling eyes revealed the thorough 
happiness and pride he felt. 

With Tom Clifford it was never about the 
talking. It was all about getting the job done 
successfully. He lived long. He lived well, and 
his own success created in turn generations of 
success in the lives of his students and the 
ongoing economic activity he helped create in 
our region. 

President Tom Clifford was one of the great-
est North Dakotans we have ever known. I am 
proud to have been his friend, and I will never 
forget his sterling example of integrity and 
strong leadership. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF CLAUDIA S. KNOTT 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the accomplishments of 
Ms. Claudia ‘‘Scottie’’ Knott, who will retire 
from the Defense Logistics Agency, Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia, on March 1, 2009. Ms. 
Knott’s distinguished government career spans 
31 years, and her record of achievement dur-
ing this period reflects greatly upon herself 
and upon the organizations with which she 
has served. 

Ms. Knott has served as DLA’s Senior Pro-
curement Executive/Component Acquisition 
Executive (SPE/CAE) since 2001. Under this 
position Ms. Knott was responsible for the de-
velopment, application, and oversight of DLA 
acquisition, policy, plans, programs, functional 
systems and operations. She has overall ac-
quisition management responsibilities for the 
Agency including an annual Agency acquisi-
tion program exceeding $38 billion. 

Born in Petersburg, Virginia, Ms. Knott has 
followed a wide-ranging career of increasing 
responsibility culminating in her appointment 
as Director of Acquisition Management. In 
1978, she entered the Federal service as a 
program assistant for the Department of Agri-
culture and in 1981 was selected into the De-
fense Logistics Agency Intern Program. In 
1993 she was accepted into the Industrial Col-
lege of the Armed Forces (ICAF), Defense Ac-
quisition University. After ICAF Ms. Knott went 
to work for the Assistant Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Defense (Acquisition Reform/Elec-
tronic Commerce). In 1997, Ms. Knott became 
the Assistant Executive Director, Procurement 
at the Defense Logistics Agency. 

In 2003, Ms. Knott was selected by the Di-
rector, Defense Logistics Agency, to be the 
Deputy Director, Logistics Operations. As the 
deputy, she was responsible for DLA’s supply, 
distribution and reutilization and marketing 
business areas which resulted in over $30 bil-
lion in sales and services to the United States 
military and federal customers. Ms. Knott 
served as the Deputy Director, Logistics Oper-
ations until her appointment to Director, Acqui-
sition Management in 2007, a principal staff 
code in DLA, as part of a reorganization to 
elevate contracting and contract management. 

Ms. Knott attended Florida Institute of Tech-
nology, Chapman College and the National 
Defense University and is the recipient of nu-
merous special achievement and performance 
awards including the Distinguished Civilian 

Service Award in September 2008. Ms. Knott 
was selected as one of the Federal Computer 
Week Top 100 IT Professionals in 1999 and 
2001. She is an honorary lifetime faculty mem-
ber of the Army Logistics Management Col-
lege. Ms. Knott has also received the Vice 
President’s ‘‘Hammer Award’’ for business re- 
engineering in 1996 and has been confirmed 
into the Distinguished Order of Saint Martin, 
the patron saint of Logistics. 

Madam Speaker, I wish to commend Ms. 
Claudia S. Knott on her retirement from Fed-
eral civil service. She epitomizes the dedica-
tion and professionalism that make our Fed-
eral government a model all over the world. 
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A TRIBUTE TO A.V. JONES, JR. 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to take this time to recognize A.V. 
Jones, Jr. for his dedication to the West Cen-
tral Texas Municipal Water District. A.V. re-
tired last year after 46 years of continuous 
service to the District, which includes the cities 
of Abilene, Albany, Anton, and Breckenridge. 

A.V. Jones, Jr. was born in Wichita Falls, 
Texas in 1932 and moved shortly after to Al-
bany, Texas, where he has lived ever since. 
After graduating from Oklahoma University 
with a Bachelors of Science in Petroleum Ge-
ology, A.V. settled in Albany with his wife, Pat. 
They have two children, Patti Holloway of Abi-
lene, Texas and K.C. Jones of Albany, Texas. 

A.V. joined the West Central Texas Munic-
ipal Water District in 1962. During his nearly 
half-century of service, A.V. served twice as 
President of the District. Under his leadership, 
the District oversaw and completed the con-
struction of the Hubbard Creek Reservoir and 
its pumping system and pipeline that provides 
water to the District’s four member cities. A.V. 
worked to maintain and preserve the Hubbard 
Creek Reservoir as a secure long-term water 
source for the District by exploring and pur-
suing alternate sources for the cities. 

A successful entrepreneur in the oil and gas 
industry, A.V. and his family founded several 
oil and gas exploration companies. He is a 
Vice President of the Texas Oil and Gas As-
sociation, is on the Board of Directors of the 
American Petroleum Institute, and is a past 
President of the Independent Petroleum Asso-
ciation of America. Moreover, A.V. is a former 
President of the Board of Trustees of the Al-
bany Independent School District. 

A.V. brought his spirit of leadership and his 
knack for success from the oil and gas indus-
try to the Water District. As a Director and Of-
ficer, A.V. had a profound impact on reaching 
the District’s goal of providing a safe and reli-
able source of water through the management 
of existing resources and the pursuit of addi-
tional sources of water. 

Many people in West Texas can attribute 
the running water in their homes to the hard 
work and commitment of A.V. Jones. Those in 
District 19, including myself, would like to 
thank him for a job well-done and extend to 
him our best wishes for his future endeavors. 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF DON 
ALEXANDER 

HON. EARL POMEROY 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. POMEROY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to remember a good man and a great 
American, the Honorable Donald C. Alex-
ander. Don’s recent passing was a great loss 
to those who loved him and to our Nation as 
a whole. He was a man of dignity and integrity 
whose brilliance was exceeded only by his 
kindness and generosity of spirit. 

Don is perhaps best remembered for his 
distinguished tenure as head of the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) in the 1970s. Don al-
ways stood firmly on the side of right, and fa-
mously resisted President Nixon’s attempts to 
use the IRS to persecute his political enemies. 
This was utterly in character for Don—he 
hated injustice in any form, and fought against 
it his entire adult life. He was a dedicated pub-
lic servant, and served on numerous Federal 
commissions, including the Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Federal Holiday Commission. 

Don never bragged about his distinguished 
military service, but he was a true American 
patriot who loved his country deeply. He was 
a twice-decorated veteran of World War II who 
served in Europe as a forward artillery ob-
server and received the Silver Star and the 
Bronze Star. 

Don was an honors graduate of Yale and 
Harvard Law School and one of the smartest 
tax lawyers our country has ever seen. His 
wise counsel on tax policy was sought by 
Members of Congress across the political 
spectrum, including myself. Don believed that 
the tax code could be an instrument of justice, 
and worked his entire adult life to make it 
more simple and more fair for every American. 

Don never quit trying to make this country 
better. He came to work every day well into 
his eighties. His thorough knowledge of the 
tax code on a technical level, the legislature 
process on a practical level, and the context of 
the times on a historic level made his counsel 
and guidance second to none. 

In addition to his many professional accom-
plishments, Don was a loyal and loving friend. 
He was the consummate gentleman, and his 
unstinting generosity and courtesy were widely 
admired. Don had a sharp wit, a ready charm, 
and a perpetual twinkle in his eye. He was al-
ways humble, kind, and loving to those around 
him. He will be dearly missed, but never for-
gotten. 

f 

BIPARTISAN RESOLUTION CON-
DEMNING IRAN’S PERSECUTION 
OF BAHA’IS 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 13, 2009 

‘‘In Germany, they first came for the gyp-
sies, and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a 
gypsy. Then they came for the Bolsheviks, 
and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Bol-
shevik. Then they came for the Jews, and I 
didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Jew. Then 
they came for the trade unionists and I 
didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a trade 
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